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Samuel, upon whom the government depended for
its day to day existence.

These considerations doubtless rendered the non-
political practical work of his department all the
more attractive; but he would be the first to agree
that however useful and popular such works might
be, they involved no questions of principle or policy,
and might have been accomplished, given the
necessary grit, energy, and enthusiasm, by any
Liberal or Tory. It remains a fact, however, that
such qualities are rarely employed in the doing of
the smaller jobs. It was father's observance of
Carlyle's injunction, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with all thy might", that endeared him
to news writers and readers throughout the land.

Generally speaking cabinet ministers shine, if they
shine at all, when heavy pronouncements are due
to be made on foreign debts, international peace,
disarmament, re-armament, the Gold Standard, and
other matters concerning which no one ever agrees
and nothing effective is ever done. Unlike his chief,
father never flew from place to place as though the
earth would stop rotating if he remained in one
place for a week; he just started to make the London
parks fit for children to play in. To him in his
capacity of First Commissioner of Works, the Ser-
pentine was more important than the Adriatic,
Regent's Park nearer to the heart than the Antipodes,
London greater than Locarno.

He became known as His Majesty's First Com-
missioner of Good Works. The Earl of Lytton,